[Relationship between anatomic lesions of the temporal lobe and temporal lobe epilepsy].
A structural lesion of the brain is a frequent finding in intractable partial epileptic patients. We analyse anatomo-electro-clinical characteristics of 58 patients in which MR showed a lesion inside the temporal lobe. They are 29 males and 29 females with a mean age at surgery of 23.5 +/- 10.7 years (2.6-45.9). The mean epilepsy duration is of 13.4 +/- 8 years (1.3-35.5), with a mean seizure frequency of 28.7 +/- 43.6 per month, with a great inter-individual variability (from 3 per month to 15 a day). The minimum follow-up is 3.5 years. A video-EEG monitoring was performed in 21 cases, while a stereo-EEG investigation was judged mandatory in 26. On the basis of anatomo-electro-clinical correlations and of the results of presurgical investigations, the epileptogenic area was proved to be temporal in 49 cases, temporal but controlateral to the lesion in 1, and at least bilobar in 8 patients.